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MAYOR’S 2019 TOP STATE LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

Regional Emergency Communications Infrastructure Replacement Project, Homeless 

Shelter, Rail Yards Redevelopment, and Improvements for Balloon Fiesta 

Transportation  

 

 

The Balloon Fiesta Park hosts hundreds of thousands of visitors from around New 

Mexico and outside the state each year during the International Balloon Fiesta, 

Albuquerque Wine Festival, Freedom Fourth, and other events. In 2018 alone, almost 

900,000 people from around the world attended the Balloon Fiesta. These large 

events have a significant, positive effect on New Mexico’s economy. Traffic flows in 

and out of the park are often congested during these kinds of events. The City is 

requesting funding for a Rail Runner spur and a slip ramp from I-25 near the park to 

help alleviate the traffic challenges during established events. These infrastructure 

upgrades would also expand and create new opportunities for special events, further 

increasing the economic impact of the Balloon Fiesta Park.  

The City of Albuquerque and Bernalillo County’s public safety agencies are using 
antiquated communication technology that hinders their ability to communicate 
during emergencies and joint operations with other agencies. The City and the 
County are working together to request funding to develop an updated regional 
emergency communications infrastructure (RECI) that will bring them into line with 
Congressionally-mandated public safety communications and equipment standards 
and ensure adequate public safety communications statewide. Fifty percent of the 
state’s population lives within a 30 minute drive of the Albuquerque metro area. This 
means that 50% of the state’s population is being served by first responders without 
access to adequate communication technology.  

The Rail Yards site will be redeveloped to become a vibrant mixed use center of 
employment, housing, cultural, and educational uses. It will celebrate the historical 
and cultural legacy of the site and be connected to the community through on site 
activity, public access and transportation options. Funding would be used for 
environmental remediation, expanding market and event space with improvements 
the Flue Shop, and improvements to house CNM’s Film School of Excellence, as well 
as other site improvements. Redeveloping the 27-acre site as a vibrant destination for 
both residents and tourists, while preserving its historic architecture, will have a 
significant economic impact on the entire Central New Mexico region.  

Regional Emergency 
Communications 
Infrastructure 
Replacement 
Project 
$34.6 million 
 
State ICIP Project ID: 35514 

In New Mexico, 12 out of every 10,000 people are experiencing homelessness. These 
people need a safe place to go that provides safety, dignity, and a path to other 
community resources that are available. Unfortunately, this type of resource is 
limited in Albuquerque, despite an increase in the number of people experiencing 
homelessness in the city. While Albuquerque has several emergency shelters, they 
are usually operating at full capacity. In Albuquerque 400 to 750 people are sleeping 
outside on any given night, depending on whether the Westside Emergency Housing 
Center is open. Additionally, most emergency shelters in Albuquerque are closed 
during the day, leaving people with limited safe places to stay during the day. To 
address this need, we plan to open a new permanent emergency shelter that is open 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, has 450 beds and provides onsite supportive services 
to help residents obtain long-term housing.  

 
Rail Yards 
Redevelopment 
$15 million 
 
 
State ICIP Project ID: 30502 

 
 
24/7 Emergency 
Shelter Capital 
Outlay 
$28 million 
 
 
 
State ICIP Project ID: 30963 

Balloon Fiesta Park 
Traffic 
Improvements 
$7.5 million 
 
State ICIP Project ID: 30953 
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City of Albuquerque Top Funding Priorities for 2019 Session 

Regional Emergency Communications 
Infrastructure 
$34.6 Million 

 

 
The City of Albuquerque and Bernalillo County’s public safety agencies are using antiquated communication technology that 
hinders their ability to communicate during emergencies and joint operations with other agencies. The City and the County 
are working together to request funding to develop an updated regional emergency communications infrastructure (RECI) 
that will bring them into line with Congressionally-mandated public safety communications and equipment standards and 
ensure adequate public safety communications statewide. Fifty percent of the state’s population lives within a 30 minute 
drive of the Albuquerque metro area. This means that 50% of the state’s population is being served by first responders 
without access to adequate communication technology.  

Outdated technology  

 The current system was built in the 1990s 

and is well beyond its original life 

expectancy estimate.  

 Replacement parts for the communication 

infrastructure are no longer being 

manufactured. The City and County have 

had to acquire replacement parts from 

jurisdictions that are upgrading their 

systems.  

 The system is only compatible with one 

brand of equipment. Newer radios utilized 

by other state public safety agencies are 

unable to operate on this system. This runs 

counter to Department of Homeland 

Security and FEMA recommendations that 

all jurisdictions use radio communications 

products that can be used on any system 

regardless of manufacturer.  

 

Lack of Compatibility across 

Agencies  

 New Mexico State Police and a 

number of federal agencies use 

communication technologies that 

are not compatible with the one 

being used by the City and the 

County. This is a barrier to effective 

and efficient collaboration between 

public safety entities in the state.  

 City and county fire departments 

also use communication 

technologies that are incompatible 

with APD and BCSO and cannot 

communicate using the current 

system. 

 

Areas without Coverage 

 Throughout Bernalillo County, 

there are areas of no or limited 

coverage that place first 

responders and the community 

at risk because officers cannot 

communicate in these areas.  

 Currently, BCSO Deputies have 

to use satellite phones to 

communicate when they are in 

certain areas of the East 

Mountains. 

 

ISSUES WITH CURRENT SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND 

 
The new Regional Emergency Communications Infrastructure would eliminate these issues, reducing risk to public safety 
officers and the community as a whole. APD and BCSO would be better positioned to collaborate with other organizations 
around the city, county, and state to help make New Mexico a safer place to live.  
 

REGIONAL EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS INFRASTRUCTURE 

State ICIP Project ID: 35514 
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Regional Emergency Communications Infrastructure (RECI) 

• Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $34.6 million in capital outlay. 
 

• The City of Albuquerque seeks up to $34.6 million to plan, design, construct, purchase, 
and install the Regional Emergency Communications Infrastructure project as the City of 
Albuquerque’s  overall #1 capital priority, in coordination and conjunction with 
Bernalillo County for capital outlay and/or other capital funding  
 

• The City and County have published RFP #2019000002 in order to obtain proposals from 
vendors capable of replacing the three existing radio systems with a single system.  Two 
vendors responded to the RFP and a combined county and city selection committee is 
evaluating these proposals as of January 2019. 

 
• This system is used by over 20 different entities, including APS and UNM Police, and is 

crucial in enabling first responders to effectively communicate during emergencies.  
 

• The existing system needs replacement because of its age, outdated technology, lack of 
interoperability, and vast areas without coverage.  County and city needs no longer are 
met by the system.  The City and County systems were built in the 1990s and are well 
beyond their life expectancy.  The manufacturer no longer supports the radio systems and 
some replacement parts/equipment are no longer available.  The existing system fails to 
meet current nationwide guidelines for radio communication interoperability because of 
the proprietary radio technology from the 1990s.  Existing coverage in the East 
Mountains is poor.  Further, neighborhoods and buildings that were developed within the 
City and County after the original system design in the 1990s were not part of the 
coverage requirements.   

 
• The new system will be P25 compliant, thereby meeting current national standards and 

guidelines. P25 allows interoperability to occur between jurisdictions so that, for 
example, the US Forest Service could be on the same frequency and channel as Bernalillo 
County, State of New Mexico, and City of Albuquerque emergency personnel in the 
event of an East Mountain forest fire.  Replacing the existing radio systems is the only 
way to achieve interoperability.     

 
• It is not possible for the City and County to migrate over the State of New Mexico’s 

LMR system.  The State’s LMR infrastructure does not have the capacity to handle the 
amount of radio calls that the City and County generate.  Along with call volume, the 
infrastructure will not be able to provide an acceptable level of radio coverage throughout 
the City and County. 
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City of Albuquerque Top Funding Priorities for 2019 Session 

24/7 Emergency Shelter Capital Outlay 
$28 Million 

 

1- https://www.abqjournal.com/1258672/new-mexico-sees-uptick-in-homelessness.html  
2-Based on January 2017 Point in Time Count 
3-US Interagency Council on Homelessness (2018). Home, together: The federal strategic plan to prevent and end homelessness. Retrieved 8/24/18 
from https://www.usich.gov/resources/uploads/asset_library/Home-Together-Federal-Strategic-Plan-to-Prevent-and-End-Homelessness.pdf 

In New Mexico, 12 out of every 10,000 people are experiencing homelessness.
1
 For some, the situation is temporary and caused 

by a difficult financial or family situation. For others, behavioral health, physical health and substance abuse issues add 
complexity. The National Coalition for the Homeless estimates that one-third of people experiencing homelessness are living 
with some kind of mental illness. Yet regardless of why people are on the streets, they share one common need. People 
experiencing homelessness need a safe place to go that provides safety, dignity, and a path to housing and other community 
resources that are available.  
 
Unfortunately, this type of resource is limited in Albuquerque, despite an increase in the number of people experiencing 
homelessness in the city. While Albuquerque has several emergency shelters, they are usually operating at full capacity. At least 
385 to 750 homeless people are sleeping outside on any given night in Albuquerque, depending on whether the Westside 
Emergency Housing Center is open.

2
 Some emergency shelters in Albuquerque are closed during the day, leaving people with 

limited safe places to stay during the day.  
 
There is no single place where people requiring emergency shelter can stay all day and receive meals and services. To address this 

need, we plan to open a new permanent emergency shelter that is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and provides onsite 

supportive services to help residents obtain long-term housing. Although the City is still in the process of identifying potential 

sites, the shelter will be easy to access by those needing shelter and for public safety personnel, and can serve as a central point 

for connecting people to permanent housing and community resources.  

 
This facility would work closely with the proposed joint Bernalillo County/UNM Hospital Crisis Triage Center which plans to 
provide intensive behavioral health care and resource referral to ensure people experiencing homelessness in Albuquerque are 
connected to the services they need.  
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Services  
·       The shelter will complement and be integrated into the larger system of housing, shelter and services for those experiencing 

homelessness. The shelter will include a space for service providers to co-locate and offer direct services.  Together, the 
shelter and this array of community providers create the safety net system for members of our community who are 
homeless.  

 
·         The shelter will focus on helping residents connect to safe and stable permanent housing as quickly as possible, and to the 

community supports they need to keep that housing.  
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State ICIP Project ID: 30963 

The shelter will be designed according to national best practice on effective emergency shelters, meaning that it will
3
:  

 

 Meet the needs of all members of a household and self-defined family and kinship groups, including infants and young 

children;  

 Not turn people away or make access contingent on sobriety, minimum income requirements, or lack of a criminal 

history;  

 Not require family members and partners to separate from one another in order to access shelter;  

 Ensure that policies and procedures promote dignity and respect for every person seeking or needing shelter;  

 Provide a safe, decent, welcoming, and appropriate temporary living environment, where daily needs can be met while 

pathways back to safe living arrangements or directly into housing programs are being pursued; and  

 Provide shelter for pets, as many people are unwilling to enter shelter if they are unable to bring their pet with them. For 

many people experiencing homelessness, their pet is their primary source of comfort and stability.  
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City of Albuquerque Top Funding Priorities for 2019 Session 

Rail Yards Redevelopment 
$15 Million 

 

 

Since 2014, the Rail Yards has been home to 
the Rail Yards market which, in 2017, 
attracted 232 vendors, 145,455 visitors, and 
suffused $1,159,219.99 into the local 
economy 
 
The site has also been used for private 
events, artist collaboratives, and as a location 
for a number of television and film sets 

Environmental rehabilitation  

 Lead based paint and asbestos 

 Creosote-soaked wood blocks 

 Targeted demolition  

 Targeted soil removal 
 
Expanding market and event space 

 Expanded market amenities 

 Flue Shop to cold shell status for events 
 
Site improvements 

 Improve site accessibility 

 Implement structural and safety improvements 

 Construction and renovation to house CNM’s Film 
School of Excellence  

The Rail Yards, once an integral symbol of the industrial age in 
Albuquerque still stands proudly, even if in a bit of disrepair, on the 
southeastern edge of the city. This historic structure, now almost 100 years 
old, once employed one quarter of Albuquerque’s work force. It was a hub 
of cultural and industrial activity, making it the perfect historical site. 
 
The Rail Yards site will be redeveloped to become a vibrant mixed use 
center of employment, housing, cultural, and educational uses. It will 
celebrate the historical and cultural legacy of the site and be connected to 
the community through on site activity, public access and transportation 
options. Redeveloping the 27-acre site as a vibrant destination for both 
residents and tourists, while preserving its historic architecture, will have a 
significant economic impact on the entire Central New Mexico region.  

BACKGROUND 

CURRENT SITE USAGE 

FUNDING REQUEST OVERVIEW 

State ICIP Project ID: 30502 
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The Balloon Fiesta Park hosts hundreds of thousands of visitors from around New Mexico and outside the 

state each year during the International Balloon Fiesta, Albuquerque Wine Festival, Freedom Fourth, and 

other events. In 2018 alone, almost 900,000 people from around the world attended the Balloon Fiesta. 

These large events have a significant, positive effect on New Mexico’s economy. Traffic flows in and out 

of the park are often congested during these kinds of events. The park is also used continuously for youth 

and adult sports activities and dozens of other events and festivals that benefit the city and state. Balloon 

Fiesta Park has significant access challenges that must be addressed in order to secure the 

tourism/economic future of Fiesta and the positive role that the park serves.   

BACKGROUND 

 

The City is requesting funding to help alleviate the traffic challenges during established events. These 

infrastructure upgrades would also expand and create new opportunities for special events, further 

increasing the economic impact of the Balloon Fiesta Park. Serious traffic, parking, and access challenges 

will be addressed by projects that may include: construction of a rail spur/rail stop serving the park, a new 

slip ramp to access southbound I-25, park-and-ride improvements, and other projects.  Investments in the 

park will have significant economic impact in supporting the future of the Fiesta and in expanding existing 

and creating new opportunities for special events and other uses.  The 50th anniversary of the Balloon 

Fiesta will occur in 2021.  Funds would be fully expended by October 2021.  The City of Albuquerque has 

invested millions into Balloon Fiesta Park and continues to expend over $1 million annually on the park and 

Fiesta. 

 

FUNDING REQUEST 

City of Albuquerque Top Funding Priorities for 2019 Session 

Improvements for Balloon Fiesta 
Transportation 

$7.5 million 
 

State ICIP Project ID: 30953 
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City of Albuquerque Top Funding Priorities for 2019 Session 

Crime Fighting Technologies 
 

New Mexico’s rate of violent crime is nearly twice the national average. Since 2015 the City 
has experienced a 70% increase in crimes involving a firearm. The Albuquerque Police 
Department is working, in collaboration with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives (ATF), to enhance its capacity to connect the use of firearms with violent 
offenders and criminal gang members. Funding would be used for the testing and analysis 
necessary to trace calibers and firearms within 24-48 hours, giving officers a leg up on 
combating violent crime and gangs.  

 

APD Gun 
Intelligence 
Center:  
$300,000 

Fifty percent of New Mexico’s population lives within a 30 minute drive of Albuquerque, a community facing high 
rates of crime and a shortage of officers. The good news is that public safety technology is improving all the time. We 
are requesting funds for new technology with proven results in other cities. These technologies can help police offers 
more effectively combat violent crime, gang activity, and auto theft, making the community safer for at least half of 
New Mexico’s families.  
 

BACKGROUND 

New Mexico has the eighth-highest rate of gun violence in the country according to a 2016 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) study. APD routinely responds to reports 
of shots fired. This system would help detect gunfire incidents with a precise location to 
improve response times, collect key evidence (shell casings), and better solve crimes. 
Funding would enable APD to cover six hotspots throughout the city.  

Electronic 
Gunshot 
Detection 
System:  
$1.5 million 
 

New Mexico’s high rate of violent crime carries with it large volumes and backlogs of DNA 
evidence. APD relies on DNA analysis to help solve many violent crimes. Analysis backlogs 
limit detectives’ ability to act quickly. Funding would be used to replace aging scientific 
equipment and to contract with DNA robotics vendors which would reduce processing 
times while freeing up scientists to perform other important tasks 

DNA Section 
Automation:  
$700,000 

According to the National Insurance Crime Bureau, the Albuquerque metro area has the 
highest rate of automobile theft per capita in the United States, with over 10,000 
caÒ ÔÈÅÆÔÓ reported in the metro area in 2016. In conjunction with strategic operations and 
increased officers, high-speed, electronic monitoring devices provide a critical tool in 
identifying stolen vehicles and those used in crimes. Funding would be used to purchase 30 
devices, including software, image hosting, connections, hardware, server buildout and 
installation and application development. 

 

Anti-Auto 
Theft 
Monitoring 
Devices:  
$500,000 

State ICIP Project ID: 30586 
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City of Albuquerque Top Funding Priorities for 2019 Session 

Comprehensive Software Required by DOJ 
Consent Decree 

$500,000 
State ICIP Project ID: 30586 

For the first time in years, crime in Albuquerque is going down. With over half of the state’s population living 

within a 30 minute drive of the Albuquerque metro area, which means a significant number of New Mexicans 

are safer than they were last year. To continue building on this success, we need to ensure that the police force 

serving the largest city in the state is properly trained and monitored.  

BACKGROUND 

0
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8,000

10,000
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14,000

Auto Burglary Auto Theft Commercial
Burglary

Residential
Burglary

12,999 

7,692 

2,298 

4,704 

9,218 

5,341 

1,918 

3,847 

2017 2018

-29% 

-31% 

-17% 

-18% 

Albuquerque Property Crime 
(January - December 2017 and January 1 - December 21, 2018 Comparison) 

The City of Albuquerque requests $500,000 in capital outlay to institute a database that will track officer and 

cadet discipline and training as required by APD’s consent decree with the Department of Justice.   

FUNDING REQUEST 
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City of Albuquerque Top Funding Priorities for 2019 Session 

Patrol Cars 
$2 million 

State ICIP Project ID: 30469 

 
With a statewide violent crime rate over half the national average, and the violent crime rate holding steady in 
Albuquerque, it is essential to have a sufficient number of well-equipped police officers serving the largest city in 
the state. Additionally, with half of the state’s population within a 30 minute drive of the Albuquerque metro area, 
the police force in this city is critical to the safety of a significant number of New Mexicans. The City of 
Albuquerque is working to recruit officers to protect and serve our community, but our recruitment success is 
taxing the department’s scare patrol equipment resources.   

BACKGROUND 

 
Mayor Keller entered office with a serious 
deficit in the number of sworn police 
officers. His administration has gotten right 
to work recruiting and training new cadets to 
protect and serve our community.  
 
In December, the Albuquerque Police 
Academy graduated 32 new police cadets, 
getting us even closer to our goal of 100 new 
officers per year.     

RECRUITMENT SUCCESS 
 
The Albuquerque Police Department is 
seeking funding for 36 new patrol units as 
they continue to hire new officers. The 
funding includes all equipment necessary for 
patrol use.  
 
Having enough patrol cars reduces the 
number of life threatening incidents as a 
shortage of vehicles may result in more than 
one officer riding in a vehicle which reduces 
the number of calls for service that they are 
able to respond to.  

NEED TO EQUIP NEW OFFICERS 
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City of Albuquerque Top Funding Priorities for 2019 Session 

Firefighter Bunker Gear 
$1.5 Million 

 

 

Statewide, firefighters have a nine percent higher risk of being diagnosed with cancer and a 14 percent higher risk of dying 
from cancer than the general U.S. population, according to research by the CDC/National Institute for Occupational 
Health and Safety. This funding will be used for updated bunker gear, which plays an important role in protecting first 
responders from exposure to cancer-causing agents. 
 
Albuquerque Fire Rescue is facing a significant financial challenge regarding the replacement of bunker gear including 
helmets, turnout coats, and turnout pants. A Honeywell audit determined that the majority of AFR’s turnout gear has 
exceeded the recommended life cycle per the National Fire Protection Association requirements for the selection, care, 
and maintenance of firefighting protective ensembles to reduce health and safety risks associated with improper 
maintenance, contamination, or damage. In FY18, 368 sets of bunker gear expired and 376 more will expire by the end of 
FY19. In the absence of funding, AFR has had to repair gear that should have been retired.  

FY18 BUNKER GEAR 
REPAIR COSTS: 

$47,909.83 

21 NEW SETS  

OF BUNKER 
GEAR 

= 

BACKGROUND 

Cost for Total Replacement 

Item Quantity Cost Total  

Turnout gear expired FY18 368 $2,195.00  $807,760 .00 

Turnout gear expiring FY19 376 $2,195.00 $825,320.00 

Cairns 1044 Helmets 269 $288. 15 $77,512.35  

      $1,710,592.35  

 

In 2018 AFR was awarded a New Mexico State Fire Fund Grant in the amount of $90,000, to replace helmets and flash hoods. 
 
In 2018 AFR applied for an Assistance to Firefighters Grant in the amount of $1.6 million and is awaiting information about 
the award. 

3 Year State Fire Fund 
Distribution 

FY16: $2,088,685 
FY17: $2,136,740 
FY18: $2,230,061 

 
None of these funds were reverted back 
to the state.  
 
The majority of these funds were used 
to cover AFR operating expenses 
$100,000 was used to purchase bunker 
gear for new employees 
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City of Albuquerque Top Funding Priorities for 2019 Session 

High-Water Alert Lifesaving Technology (HALT) 
$3 Million 

 

 

Flooding and flash flooding is the leading cause of weather related deaths in the United States, with approximately 200 

deaths per year. Drowning is the second leading cause of accidental death in New Mexico for people between 1 and 44 

years of age. Currently, there is no appropriate warning system near arroyos and channels, no way to keep people from 

being caught unaware of the potential and immediate danger of flood waters.  

 

The High-Water Alert Lifesaving Technology (HALT) project is a flood warning system for the arroyos and channels in the 

City of Albuquerque. 

HALT uses water level sensors to trigger flood warning beacons and notifications to warn individuals near channels they 

are near approaching hazardous flooding conditions and give the individual the opportunity to stay out of harm’s way. 

This system can also notify emergency management personnel of soon-to-be-flooded conditions which provides more 

thorough flood forecasting and better response to flooding events, ultimately improving public safety in the community.  

The additional minutes of advance warning provided HALT can mean saved lives and the opportunity to protect property. 

It is likely to prevent deaths through effective warnings and provide emergency management the ability to monitor 

conditions, predict flooding, and track flooding data. 

BACKGROUND 

HALT SYSTEM 

State ICIP Project ID: 30944 
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City of Albuquerque Top Funding Priorities for 2019 Session 

Albuquerque Police Department Academy 
$3 million 

State ICIP Project ID: 30586 

 
With a statewide violent crime rate over half the national average, and the violent crime rate holding steady in 
Albuquerque, it is essential to have a sufficient number of well-equipped police officers serving the largest city in 
the state. Additionally, with half of the state’s population within a 30 minute drive of the Albuquerque metro area, 
the police force in this city is critical to the safety of a significant number of New Mexicans. The City of 
Albuquerque is on track to recruit and train 100 new officers by the end of the fiscal year.    

BACKGROUND 

 
Mayor Keller entered office with a serious deficit in 
the number of sworn police officers. His 
administration has gotten right to work recruiting 
and training new cadets to protect and serve our 
community.  
 
In December, the Albuquerque Police Academy 
graduated 32 new police cadets, getting us even 
closer to our goal of 100 new officers per year.     

 
The City of Albuquerque is requesting funds to ensure 
that new recruits are trained in a safe, effective 
facility.  
 
The funds will be used to plan, design, renovate, 
demolish, construct, equip, furnish, provide security 
and technology upgrades and otherwise make 
improvements to the APD police academy to better 
equip officers for community policing.  
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City of Albuquerque Top Funding Priorities for 2019 Session 

New Child Development Centers 
$4 Million 

 

The City of Albuquerque through its Division of Child and Family Development Services is 

committed to supporting families working towards self-sufficiency and raising a 

generation of healthy and self-realized children as a basic foundation for economic 

development. As part of realizing those goals, the City operates 25 child development 

centers in neighborhoods around the city, serving approximately 660 children ages 0-5.  

21 of the 25 child development centers are nationally accredited by the National 

Association for the Education of Young Children, the highest standard of quality. 

Programs promote the development of a child’s early literacy skills, language, cognition, 

and socio-emotional skills by providing a developmentally appropriate curriculum. They 

provide children school preparedness skills using the New Mexico Early Learning 

Guidelines. 

The City of Albuquerque seeks to serve more of the 40,842 children ages birth to five in 

Bernalillo County (almost a third of all of the children under five in the state of New 

Mexico). To do that, the City of Albuquerque respectfully requests $4M in capital outlay 

funds to support the development of two additional classrooms at the current West Gate 

Community Center (1400 Snow Vista SW) and two additional classrooms at the new 

West Gate Community Center (Snow Vista Trail and De Vargas Road SW).   

The funds would be used to design, plan, renovate or construct four new classrooms and 

outdoor learning spaces.  

 

More than 1 million new neural connections per second 

18 months: Age at when disparities in vocabulary begin to appear 

90% to 100% chance of developmental delays when children experience 6 -7 risk factors. 

 3:1 odds of adult heart disease after 7-8 adverse childhood experiences 

$4 to $9 in returns for every $1 invested in early childhood programs 

BACKGROUND 

REQUEST 

FIVE KEY EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT FACTS 

 

(Source:  Center on the Developing Child, Harvard University) 

 

State ICIP Project ID: 30481 
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City of Albuquerque Top Funding Priorities for 2019 Session 

Westside Regional Arterial Improvements 
$2.5 Million 

 

 

Every day approximately 24,000 cars travel the intersection of Paseo Del Norte and Unser boulevards 

resulting in serious traffic congestion during peak traffic hours and disproportionately affecting residents 

of Albuquerque’s northwest quadrant and parts of Sandoval County.   

Improving major roadways on Albuquerque’s Westside will have a regional impact, improving traffic and 

transportation in both Albuquerque and Sandoval County.  

Source: study conducted by third-party company, cited by KOAT news https://www.koat.com/article/drivers-councilor-hope-to-see-lane-
expansion-on-paseo-del-norte/23804335 

BACKGROUND 

The funds will be used to design improvements to Paseo Del Norte Boulevard from Universe Boulevard 

NW to Kimmick Drive NW which is inclusive of the intersection of Paseo Del Norte and Unser boulevards. 

The City is seeking to widen Paseo Del Norte from two lanes to four lanes to address traffic congestion 

and flow issues.  

State ICIP Project ID: 30942 
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City of Albuquerque Top Funding Priorities for 2019 Session 

2019 National Senior Games 
$500,000 

 

In June of 2019, the City of Albuquerque will serve as host of the 31st biennial National Senior Games. This is the 

largest multi-sport event in the world for people aged 50 and over, highlighting the achievements of competitive 

seniors and promoting healthy and active lifestyles through education, fitness, and sport.  

BACKGROUND 

 

13,000 athletes and 

15,000 of their family, friends and fans from 

50 states and a number of different countries  

to compete in 20 sports  

over 12 days at 

17 public and private venues throughout Albuquerque, Santa Fe 

and some Pueblos 

 

NATIONAL SENIOR GAMES BY THE NUMBERS 
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CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE TOP STATEWIDE AND REGIONAL FUNDING PRIORITIES FOR 2019 SESSION 
 

 
 

TOP STATEWIDE/REGIONAL PRIORITIES: 

• Regional Emergency Communication Infrastructure (RECI)  
o Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $34.6 million in capital outlay. 
o Cost matching: Bernalillo County has committed $1.5 million toward this project 

from its 2016 and 2018 general obligation bonds. The City of Albuquerque 2019 
GO Bond Legislation, to be approved by City Council and voters, will propose a 
dollar for dollar match. 

o State ICIP Project # 35514 
o The City of Albuquerque and Bernalillo County seek $34.6 million from 

legislative set aside and/or statewide priority funding for a one-time, non-
recurring new Regional Emergency Communications Infrastructure. The current 
system in use by the City and County needs to be replaced because of its age, 
outdated technology, lack of interoperability, and vast areas without coverage.  
This system is used by over 20 different entities, including APS and UNM Police, 
and is crucial in enabling first responders to effectively communicate during 
emergencies. The City and County RECI systems were built in the 1990s and are 
well beyond their life expectancy.  The radio systems are no longer supported by 
the manufacturer and some replacement parts/equipment are no longer available.  
The existing radio systems fail to meet the nationwide guidelines for radio 
communication interoperability due to the proprietary radio technology of the 
time.  The coverage provided by the existing radio systems no longer meets the 
needs of City and County. Existing coverage in the East Mountains is poor along 
with neighborhoods and buildings that were developed within the City and 
County after the original system design were not part of the coverage 
requirements. The new system will be P25 compliant meeting current national 
standards and guidelines. P25 allows interoperability to occur between 
jurisdictions so that, for example, the US Forest Service could be on the same 
frequency and channel as Bernalillo County, State of New Mexico, and City of 
Albuquerque emergency personnel in the event of an East Mountain forest fire. 
The RECI system will be highly reliable, fault tolerant, spectrally efficient, 
scalable, and meet the operational requirements for public safety grade 
communications. It is not possible for the City and County to migrate over the 
State of New Mexico’s LMR system.  The State’s LMR infrastructure does not 
have the capacity to handle the amount of radio calls that the City and County 
generate.  Along with call volume, the Infrastructure will not be able to provide an 
acceptable level of radio coverage throughout the City and County. The City and 
County have published an RFP to solicit the design and construction of an 
integrated RECI system, and two vendors have responded, but the City and County 
need significant capital to proceed. 
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• Emergency Homeless Shelters  
o Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $28 million in capital outlay and $5 

million in operating funds. 
o Cost matching: The City of Albuquerque 2019 GO Bond Legislation, to be 

approved by City Council and voters, proposes $7 million in City funds for a 
homeless facility. 

o State ICIP Project # 30963 
o The City of Albuquerque seeks one-time, non-recurring $28 million in capital 

outlay, and $5 million in one-time, non-recurring operating funds, for 
Emergency Homeless Shelters. New Mexico has had an uptick in 
homelessness, and it’s at the top nationally when it comes to the percentage of 
people experiencing chronic homelessness. There is no place that a person 
experiencing homelessness can go 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to get off the 
streets in Albuquerque. Depending on the time of year, an estimated 385 to 750 
people are sleeping outside or in a place not meant for human habitation each 
night. There are limited shelter beds for all populations, but women and 
families with children have the fewest options. To address this critical need, 
the City plans to construct one or more new permanent emergency shelters that 
are open year-round and provide onsite supportive services to help residents 
obtain long-term housing. These shelters will also function concert with 
Bernalillo County’s Crisis Triage Center. The City is also seeking operating 
funds to account for expanded hours of operation at the Westside shelter, 
which will provide 24/7 emergency shelter with supportive services. 
 

• Rail Yards Redevelopment 
o Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $15 million in capital outlay. 
o Cost matching: The City of Albuquerque 2019 GO Bond Legislation, to be 

approved by City Council and voters, proposes $5.815 million in City funds for 
the Railyards. 

o State ICIP Project ID 30502  
o The Rail Yards mission is to celebrate the cuisine, culture, and art of Albuquerque 

and the State of New Mexico. Redeveloping the 27-acre railyard site as a vibrant 
destination for both residents and tourists alike, while preserving its historic 
architecture, will have a significant economic impact. Funding would be used for 
environmental remediation, expanding market and event space with 
improvements the Flue Shop, and improvements to house CNM’s Film School of 
Excellence, as well as other site improvements.  
 

• Improvements for Balloon Fiesta Transportation 
o Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $7.5 million in capital outlay or from 

State Road Fund. 
o Cost matching: The City of Albuquerque 2019 GO Bond Legislation, to be 

approved by City Council and voters, will propose a dollar for dollar match. 
o State ICIP Project # 30953 
o The Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta is the annual event with the largest 

total economic impact in the entire state.  The Balloon Fiesta Park is not only the 
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CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE TOP STATEWIDE AND REGIONAL FUNDING PRIORITIES FOR 2019 SESSION 
 

 

home of AIBF, but it is also used continuously for youth and adult sports 
activities and dozens of other events and festivals that benefit the city and 
state.  Balloon Fiesta Park has significant access challenges that must be 
addressed in order to secure the tourism/economic future of Fiesta and the 
positive role that the park serves.  This funding is to plan, design, purchase right-
of-way, construct, equip and improve transportation networks and visitor access 
to and within Balloon Fiesta Park.  Serious traffic, parking, and access challenges 
will be addressed by projects that may include: construction of a rail spur/rail stop 
serving the park, a new slip ramp to access southbound I-25, widening of the 
existing roadway to allow more traffic to flow in and out of the park, park-and-
ride improvements, and other projects.  Investments in the park will have 
significant economic impact in supporting the future of the Fiesta and in 
expanding existing and creating new opportunities for special events and other 
uses.  The 50th anniversary of the Balloon Fiesta will occur in 2021.  Funds would 
be fully expended by October 2021.  The City of Albuquerque has invested 
millions into Balloon Fiesta Park and continues to expend over $1 million 
annually on the park and Fiesta. 

 
ADDITIONAL STATEWIDE/REGIONAL PRIORITIES: 

Public Safety 

• Crime Fighting Technologies 
o Cost matching: The City of Albuquerque 2019 GO Bond Legislation, to be 

approved by City Council and voters, proposes $1 million in City funds for all 
APD technology and equipment. 

o State ICIP Project # 30586 
o APD Gun Intelligence Center: 

 Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $300,000 in capital outlay. 
 New Mexico’s rate of violent crime is nearly twice the national average.  

To combat violent crime and gangs by improving firearm tracing and 
analysis capabilities. Since 2015, the City has experienced a 70% increase 
in crimes involving a firearm. APD is working, in collaboration with the 
ATF, to enhance its capacity to connect the use of firearms with violent 
offenders and criminal gangs. Funding would be used to for the testing 
and analysis necessary to trace calibers and firearms within 24-48 hours.  
 

o APD Electronic Gunshot Detection System 
 Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $1.5 million in capital outlay. 
 New Mexico has the seventh-highest rate of gun violence in the country, 

according to a state-by-state analysis of gun violence released in 2013.  
APD routinely responds to reports of shots fired. This system would help 
detect gunfire incidents with a precise location to improve response times, 
collect key evidence (shell casings), and better solve crimes. Funding 
would enable APD to cover six hot spots throughout the City. 
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o DNA Section Automation 
 Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $700,000 in capital outlay. 
 New Mexico’s high rate of violent crime carries with it large volumes of, 

and backlogs, of DNA evidence. APD relies on DNA analysis to help 
solve many violent crimes. Analysis backlogs result negatively impact the 
ability of detectives to act quickly. Funding would be used to contract with 
DNA robotics vendors, which would reduce processing times while 
freeing up scientists to perform other important tasks, as well as to replace 
aging scientific equipment. 
 

o Anti-Auto Theft Monitoring Devices 
 Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $500,000 in capital outlay. 
 Due to the fact that we are adjacent to an International Border, New 

Mexico is always ranked high on the list for theft rates. According to the 
National Insurance Crime Bureau, the Albuquerque metro area has the 
highest rate of automobile theft per capita in the United States, with over 
10,000 auto thefts reported in the metro area in 2016. In conjunction with 
strategic operations and increased officers, high-speed, electronic 
monitoring devices provide a critical tool in identifying stolen vehicles 
and those used in crimes. Funding would be used to purchase 30 devices, 
including software, image hosting, connections, hardware, server buildout 
and installation and application development.  

 
• Comprehensive Software Required by DOJ Consent Decree 

o Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $500,000 in capital outlay. 
o Cost matching: The City of Albuquerque 2019 GO Bond Legislation, to be 

approved by City Council and voters, will propose a dollar for dollar match. 
o State ICIP Project # 30586 
o With a statewide violent crime rate almost twice the national average, it is 

essential that the police force serving the largest city in the state be properly 
trained, and monitored. This funding will be used to institute a database that will 
track officer and cadet discipline and training, as required by APD’s consent 
decree with the DOJ. 
 

• Patrol Cars 
o Funding request: One-time, non-recurring $2 million in capital outlay. 
o Cost matching: APD has committed an additional $1.1 million in funding for 

patrol units, leaving a shortfall of $2 million. 
o State ICIP Project # 30469 
o As APD continues to hire officers they need to be properly equipped. To that end, 

APD is seeking funding for 36 new patrol units, including all equipment 
necessary for patrol use. 
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• Firefighter Bunker Gear 
o Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $1.5 million in capital outlay. 
o Cost matching: In FY18, Albuquerque Fire Rescue used $100,000 of its State Fire 

Fund distribution for new bunker gear, and was awarded a New Mexico State Fire 
Fund Grant in the amount of $90,000, to replace helmets and flash hoods. The 
total cost to replace expired bunker gear is $1,710,592.35. In 2018 AFR applied 
for an Assistance to Firefighters Grant in the amount of $1.6 million but has not 
received a decision from FEMA. 

o Statewide, firefighters have a nine percent higher risk of being diagnosed with 
cancer and a 14 percent higher risk of dying from cancer than the general U.S. 
population, according to research by the CDC/National Institute for Occupational 
Health and Safety.  This funding will be used for updated bunker gear, which 
plays an important role in protecting first responders from exposures to cancer-
causing agents.  
 

• HALT, or High-Water Alert Lifesaving Technology 
o Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $3 million in capital outlay. 
o Cost matching: The City has already allocated approximately $700,000 for an 

initial high water lifesaving technology project in six arroyo areas. The City will 
also provide for the annual maintenance and software support costs in excess of 
$30,000, and will provide personnel for the 24 hour monitoring of the warning 
system. 

o State ICIP Project # 30944  
o Flooding and flash flooding is the leading cause of weather related deaths in the 

United States, with approximately 200 deaths per year. Drowning is the second 
leading cause of accidental death in New Mexico for ages 1 to 44 years old. Flood 
waters in Albuquerque arroyos and channels cause deaths due to a lack of 
appropriate warning systems for individuals caught unaware of the potential and 
immediate danger. The HALT project is a flood warning system for the arroyos 
and channels in the City of Albuquerque. These funds will be used to install High 
Water Detection Systems on many of the arroyos and channels to provide advance 
audio and visual warnings. This system may prevent deaths through effective 
warnings, provide notifications to emergency response assets, and provide 
emergency management the ability to monitor conditions, predict flooding, and 
track flooding data. The Project proposes approximately 36 warning devices on 
various channels throughout the city that will provide audible and visual alert 
signals of potential flooding.  
 

• APD Academy  
o Funding request: One-time, non-recurring $3 million in capital outlay. 
o Cost matching: The City of Albuquerque 2019 GO Bond Legislation, to be 

approved by City Council and voters, will propose a dollar for dollar match. 
o State ICIP Project # 30586 
o With a statewide violent crime rate almost twice the national average, it is 

essential that the police force serving the largest city in the state be properly 
trained, and monitored. This funding will be used to plan, design, renovate, 
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demolish, construct, equip, furnish, provide security and technology upgrades and 
otherwise make improvements to the APD police academy to better equip officers 
for community policing. 
 

Early Child Development 

• New Child Development Centers 
o Funding request: One-time, non-recurring $4 million in capital outlay. 
o Cost matching: For almost thirty years, the City has supported child 

development centers, through general fund appropriations. Currently, the City 
appropriates $5,585,000.00 to support child development centers.  
Additionally, the City matches state NM PreK funds and federal Early Head 
Start funds.    

o State ICIP Project # 30481 
o These funds would be used to support the development of two additional 

classrooms at the current West Gate Community Center (1400 Snow Vista 
SW) and two additional classrooms at the new West Gate Community Center 
(Snow Vista Trail and De Vargas Road SW). The funds would be used to 
design, plan, renovate or construct four new classrooms and outdoor learning 
spaces. The programs will promote the development of a child’s early literacy 
skills, language, cognition, and socio-emotional skills by providing a 
developmentally appropriate curriculum. They provide children school 
preparedness skills using the New Mexico Early Learning Guidelines. 
 

• Additional Support For Pre-K Programs 
o Additional funding for the New Mexico PreK State Grant is critical to enabling 

city to expand fee early childhood opportunities beyond the approximately 660 
children currently served.   

o This is necessary to address population or client growth, and will provide 
direct services to that population or clientele. 

 

Statewide Infrastructure Requests 
 

• Westside Regional Arterial Improvements 
o Funding request: One-time, non-recurring $2.5 million in capital outlay or the 

State Roads Fund for design. 
o Cost matching: The City of Albuquerque 2019 GO Bond Legislation, to be 

approved by City Council and voters, will propose a dollar for dollar match. 
o State ICIP Project # 30942 
o Improving major roadways on Albuquerque’s Westside will have a regional 

impact, improving traffic and transportation in both Albuquerque and Sandoval 
County.  This funding is for the design of improvements to Paseo del Norte 
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from Calle Nortena to Rainbow Boulevard and for Unser Boulevard from 
Kimmick Drive to Paradise Boulevard. This is a widening project going from 2 
lanes to 4 lanes.   
 

Funding for 2019 National Senior Games 

o Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $500,000 appropriation. 
o Cost matching: The City of Albuquerque has dedicated $5.3 million to offer this 

national competition. 
o In June of 2019, The City of Albuquerque will serve as host of these 31st biennial 

National Senior Games, the first time that the Games have been held in New 
Mexico. The City of Albuquerque has dedicated $5.3M to offer this national 
competition for adults 50 years and older as it will highlight the achievements of 
competitive seniors and promote healthy and active lifestyles. We anticipate more 
than 13,000 athletes from all 50 states and some international countries to 
compete in 20 different sports at 17 public and private venues throughout 
Albuquerque, Santa Fe and some Pueblos. Additionally, over the 12 days of 
competition, an estimated 15,000 family, friends and fans will travel our beautiful 
state of New Mexico to cheer on the athletes. 

 

Economic Public Policy Initiatives  

• Film Industry   
o The City supports eliminating the $50 million tax credit cap, or raising it by 

$20 million each year for next three years; clearing backlog of estimated $250 
million; tightening residency requirements and pass-throughs; increasing the 
JTIP amount going to Film Training (FCAP) from $2 million to $3 million; 
and working with CNM to identify additional funding resources for Film 
Training (electrical, construction, and makeup).  
 

• Full Funding for LEDA and JTIP 
o The City supports full funding for Local Economic Development Act and the 

Job Training Incentive Program, so that the City can expand economic 
opportunities. 
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TOP STATEWIDE/REGIONAL PRIORITIES: 

 Regional Emergency Communication Infrastructure (RECI)  
o Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $34.6 million in capital outlay. 

o Cost matching: Bernalillo County has committed $1.5 million toward this project 

from its 2016 and 2018 general obligation bonds. The City of Albuquerque 2019 

GO Bond Legislation, to be approved by City Council and voters, will propose a 

dollar for dollar match. 

o State ICIP Project # 35514 

o The City of Albuquerque and Bernalillo County seek $34.6 million from 

legislative set aside and/or statewide priority funding for a one-time, non-

recurring new Regional Emergency Communications Infrastructure (RECI). The 

current system in use by the City and County needs to be replaced because of its 

age, outdated technology, lack of interoperability, and vast areas without 

coverage.  This system is used by over 20 different entities, including APS and 

UNM Police, and is crucial in enabling first responders to effectively 

communicate during emergencies. The City and County ECI systems were built in 

the 1990s and are well beyond their life expectancy.  The radio systems are no 

longer supported by the manufacturer and some replacement parts/equipment are 

no longer available.  The existing radio systems fail to meet the nationwide 

guidelines for radio communication interoperability due to the proprietary radio 

technology of the time.  The coverage provided by the existing radio systems no 

longer meets the needs of City and County. Existing coverage in the East 

Mountains is poor along with neighborhoods and buildings that were developed 

within the City and County after the original system design were not part of the 

coverage requirements. The new system will be P25 compliant meeting current 

national standards and guidelines. P25 allows interoperability to occur between 

jurisdictions so that, for example, the US Forest Service could be on the same 

frequency and channel as Bernalillo County, State of New Mexico, and City of 

Albuquerque emergency personnel in the event of an East Mountain forest fire. 

The RECI system will be highly reliable, fault tolerant, spectrally efficient, 

scalable, and meet the operational requirements for public safety grade 

communications. It is not possible for the City and County to migrate over the 

State of New Mexico’s LMR system.  The State’s LMR infrastructure does not 

have the capacity to handle the amount of radio calls that the City and County 

generate.  Along with call volume, the Infrastructure will not be able to provide an 

acceptable level of radio coverage throughout the City and County. The City and 

County have published an RFP to solicit the design and construction of an 

integrated RECI system, and two vendors have responded, but the City and 

County need significant capital to proceed. 
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 Emergency Homeless Shelter 
o Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $28 million in capital outlay and $5 

million in operating funds. 

o Cost matching: The City of Albuquerque 2019 GO Bond Legislation, to be 

approved by City Council and voters, proposes $7 million in City funds for a 

homeless facility. 

o State ICIP Project # 30963 

o The City of Albuquerque seeks one-time, non-recurring $28 million in capital 

outlay, and $5 million in one-time, non-recurring operating funds, for 

Emergency Homeless Shelters. New Mexico has had an uptick in 

homelessness, and it’s at the top nationally when it comes to the percentage of 

people experiencing chronic homelessness. There is no place that a person 

experiencing homelessness can go 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to get off the 

streets in Albuquerque. Depending on the time of year, an estimated 385 to 750 

people are sleeping outside or in a place not meant for human habitation each 

night. There are limited shelter beds for all populations, but women and 

families with children have the fewest options. To address this critical need, 

the City plans to construct a new permanent emergency shelter that is open 

year-round and provide onsite supportive services to help residents obtain 

long-term housing. These shelters will also function in concert with Bernalillo 

County’s Crisis Triage Center. The City is also seeking operating funds to 

account for expanded hours of operation at the Westside shelter, which will 

provide 24/7 emergency shelter with supportive services. 

 

 Rail Yards Redevelopment 
o Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $15 million in capital outlay. 

o Cost matching: The City of Albuquerque 2019 GO Bond Legislation, to be 

approved by City Council and voters, proposes $5.815 million in City funds for 

the Railyards. 

o State ICIP Project ID 30502  

o The Rail Yards mission is to celebrate the cuisine, culture, and art of Albuquerque 

and the State of New Mexico. Redeveloping the 27-acre railyard site as a vibrant 

destination for both residents and tourists alike, while preserving its historic 

architecture, will have a significant economic impact. Funding would be used for 

environmental remediation, expanding market and event space with 

improvements the Flue Shop, and improvements to house CNM’s Film School of 

Excellence, as well as other site improvements.  

 

 Improvements for Balloon Fiesta Transportation 
o Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $7.5 million in capital outlay or from 

State Road Fund. 

o Cost matching: The City of Albuquerque 2019 GO Bond Legislation, to be 

approved by City Council and voters, will propose a dollar for dollar match. 

o State ICIP Project # 30953 

o The Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta is the annual event with the largest 

total economic impact in the entire state.  The Balloon Fiesta Park is not only the 
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home of AIBF, but it is also used continuously for youth and adult sports 

activities and dozens of other events and festivals that benefit the city and 

state.  Balloon Fiesta Park has significant access challenges that must be 

addressed in order to secure the tourism/economic future of Fiesta and the 

positive role that the park serves.  This funding is to plan, design, purchase right-

of-way, construct, equip and improve transportation networks and visitor access 

to and within Balloon Fiesta Park.  Serious traffic, parking, and access challenges 

will be addressed by projects that may include: construction of a rail spur/rail stop 

serving the park, a new slip ramp to access southbound I-25, widening of the 

existing roadway to allow more traffic to flow in and out of the park, park-and-

ride improvements, and other projects.  Investments in the park will have 

significant economic impact in supporting the future of the Fiesta and in 

expanding existing and creating new opportunities for special events and other 

uses.  The 50
th

 anniversary of the Balloon Fiesta will occur in 2021.  Funds would 

be fully expended by October 2021.  The City of Albuquerque has invested 

millions into Balloon Fiesta Park and continues to expend over $1 million 

annually on the park and Fiesta. 

 

ADDITIONAL STATEWIDE/REGIONAL PRIORITIES: 

Public Safety 

 Crime Fighting Technologies 

o Cost matching: The City of Albuquerque 2019 GO Bond Legislation, to be 

approved by City Council and voters, proposes $1 million in City funds for all 

APD technology and equipment. 

o State ICIP Project # 30586 

o APD Gun Intelligence Center: 
 Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $300,000 in capital outlay. 

 New Mexico’s rate of violent crime is nearly twice the national average.  

To combat violent crime and gangs by improving firearm tracing and 

analysis capabilities. Since 2015, the City has experienced a 70% increase 

in crimes involving a firearm. APD is working, in collaboration with the 

ATF, to enhance its capacity to connect the use of firearms with violent 

offenders and criminal gangs. Funding would be used to for the testing 

and analysis necessary to trace calibers and firearms within 24-48 hours.  

 

o APD Electronic Gunshot Detection System 

 Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $1.5 million in capital outlay. 

 New Mexico has the seventh-highest rate of gun violence in the country, 

according to a state-by-state analysis of gun violence released in 2013.  

APD routinely responds to reports of shots fired. This system would help 

detect gunfire incidents with a precise location to improve response times, 

collect key evidence (shell casings), and better solve crimes. Funding 

would enable APD to cover six hot spots throughout the City. 
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o DNA Section Automation 

 Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $700,000 in capital outlay. 

 New Mexico’s high rate of violent crime carries with it large volumes of, 

and backlogs, of DNA evidence. APD relies on DNA analysis to help 

solve many violent crimes. Analysis backlogs result negatively impact the 

ability of detectives to act quickly. Funding would be used to contract with 

DNA robotics vendors, which would reduce processing times while 

freeing up scientists to perform other important tasks, as well as to replace 

aging scientific equipment. 

 

o Anti-Auto Theft Monitoring Devices 

 Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $500,000 in capital outlay. 

 Due to the fact that we are adjacent to an International Border, New 

Mexico is always ranked high on the list for theft rates. According to the 

National Insurance Crime Bureau, the Albuquerque metro area has the 

highest rate of automobile theft per capita in the United States, with over 

10,000 carjackings reported in the metro area in 2016. In conjunction with 

strategic operations and increased officers, high-speed, electronic 

monitoring devices provide a critical tool in identifying stolen vehicles 

and those used in crimes. Funding would be used to purchase 30 devices, 

including software, image hosting, connections, hardware, server buildout 

and installation and application development.  

 

 Comprehensive Software Required by DOJ Consent Decree 
o Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $500,000 in capital outlay. 

o Cost matching: The City of Albuquerque 2019 GO Bond Legislation, to be 

approved by City Council and voters, will propose a dollar for dollar match. 

o State ICIP Project # 30586 

o With a statewide violent crime rate almost twice the national average, it is 

essential that the police force serving the largest city in the state be properly 

trained, and monitored. This funding will be used to institute a database that will 

track officer and cadet discipline and training, as required by APD’s consent 

decree with the DOJ. 

 

 Patrol Cars 

o Funding request: One-time, non-recurring $2 million in capital outlay. 

o Cost matching: APD has committed an additional $1.1 million in funding for 

patrol units, leaving a shortfall of $2 million. 

o State ICIP Project # 30469 

o As APD continues to hire officers they need to be properly equipped. To that end, 

APD is seeking funding for 36 new patrol units, including all equipment 

necessary for patrol use. 
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 Firefighter Bunker Gear 

o Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $1.5 million in capital outlay. 

o Cost matching: In FY18, Albuquerque Fire Rescue used $100,000 of its State Fire 

Fund distribution for new bunker gear, and was awarded a New Mexico State Fire 

Fund Grant in the amount of $90,000, to replace helmets and flash hoods. The 

total cost to replace expired bunker gear is $1,710,592.35. In 2018 AFR applied 

for an Assistance to Firefighters Grant in the amount of $1.6 million but has not 

received a decision from FEMA. 

o Statewide, firefighters have a nine percent higher risk of being diagnosed with 

cancer and a 14 percent higher risk of dying from cancer than the general U.S. 

population, according to research by the CDC/National Institute for Occupational 

Health and Safety.  This funding will be used for updated bunker gear, which 

plays an important role in protecting first responders from exposures to cancer-

causing agents.  

 

 HALT, or High-Water Alert Lifesaving Technology 

o Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $3 million in capital outlay. 

o Cost matching: The City has already allocated approximately $700,000 for an 

initial high water lifesaving technology project in six arroyo areas. The City will 

also provide for the annual maintenance and software support costs in excess of 

$30,000, and will provide personnel for the 24 hour monitoring of the warning 

system. 

o State ICIP Project # 30944  

o Flooding and flash flooding is the leading cause of weather related deaths in the 

United States, with approximately 200 deaths per year. Drowning is the second 

leading cause of accidental death in New Mexico for ages 1 to 44 years old. Flood 

waters in Albuquerque arroyos and channels cause deaths due to a lack of 

appropriate warning systems for individuals caught unaware of the potential and 

immediate danger. The HALT project is a flood warning system for the arroyos 

and channels in the City of Albuquerque. These funds will be used to install High 

Water Detection Systems on many of the arroyos and channels to provide advance 

audio and visual warnings. This system may prevent deaths through effective 

warnings, provide notifications to emergency response assets, and provide 

emergency management the ability to monitor conditions, predict flooding, and 

track flooding data. The Project proposes approximately 36 warning devices on 

various channels throughout the city that will provide audible and visual alert 

signals of potential flooding.  

 

 APD Academy  

o Funding request: One-time, non-recurring $3 million in capital outlay. 

o Cost matching: The City of Albuquerque 2019 GO Bond Legislation, to be 

approved by City Council and voters, will propose a dollar for dollar match. 

o State ICIP Project # 30586 

o With a statewide violent crime rate almost twice the national average, it is 

essential that the police force serving the largest city in the state be properly 

trained, and monitored. This funding will be used to plan, design, renovate, 
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demolish, construct, equip, furnish, provide security and technology upgrades and 

otherwise make improvements to the APD police academy to better equip officers 

for community policing. 

 

Early Child Development 

 New Child Development Centers 

o Funding request: One-time, non-recurring $4 million in capital outlay. 

o Cost matching: For almost thirty years, the City has supported child 

development centers, through general fund appropriations. Currently, the City 

appropriates $5,585,000.00 to support child development centers.  

Additionally, the City matches state NM PreK funds and federal Early Head 

Start funds.    

o State ICIP Project # 30481 

o These funds would be used to support the development of two additional 

classrooms at the current West Gate Community Center (1400 Snow Vista 

SW) and two additional classrooms at the new West Gate Community Center 

(Snow Vista Trail and De Vargas Road SW). The funds would be used to 

design, plan, renovate or construct four new classrooms and outdoor learning 

spaces. The programs will promote the development of a child’s early literacy 

skills, language, cognition, and socio-emotional skills by providing a 

developmentally appropriate curriculum. They provide children school 

preparedness skills using the New Mexico Early Learning Guidelines. 

 

 Additional Support For Pre-K Programs 

o Additional funding for the New Mexico PreK State Grant is critical to enabling 

city to expand fee early childhood opportunities beyond the approximately 660 

children currently served.   

o This is necessary to address population or client growth, and will provide 

direct services to that population or clientele. 

 

Statewide Infrastructure Requests 

 

 Westside Regional Arterial Improvements 

o Funding request: One-time, non-recurring $2.5 million in capital outlay or the 

State Roads Fund for design. 

o Cost matching: The City of Albuquerque 2019 GO Bond Legislation, to be 

approved by City Council and voters, will propose a dollar for dollar match. 

o State ICIP Project # 30942 

o Improving major roadways on Albuquerque’s Westside will have a regional 

impact, improving traffic and transportation in both Albuquerque and Sandoval 

County.  This funding is for the design of improvements to Paseo del Norte 
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from Calle Nortena to Rainbow Boulevard and for Unser Boulevard from 

Kimmick Drive to Paradise Boulevard. This is a widening project going from 2 

lanes to 4 lanes.   

 

Funding for 2019 National Senior Games 

o Funding Request: One-time, non-recurring $500,000 appropriation. 

o Cost matching: The City of Albuquerque has dedicated $5.3 million to offer this 

national competition. 

o In June of 2019, The City of Albuquerque will serve as host of these 31st biennial 

National Senior Games, the first time that the Games have been held in New 

Mexico. The City of Albuquerque has dedicated $5.3M to offer this national 

competition for adults 50 years and older as it will highlight the achievements of 

competitive seniors and promote healthy and active lifestyles. We anticipate more 

than 13,000 athletes from all 50 states and some international countries to 

compete in 20 different sports at 17 public and private venues throughout 

Albuquerque, Santa Fe and some Pueblos. Additionally, over the 12 days of 

competition, an estimated 15,000 family, friends and fans will travel our beautiful 

state of New Mexico to cheer on the athletes. 

 

Economic Public Policy Initiatives  

 Film Industry   

o The City supports eliminating the $50 million tax credit cap, or raising it by 

$20 million each year for next three years; clearing backlog of estimated $250 

million; tightening residency requirements and pass-throughs; increasing the 

JTIP amount going to Film Training (FCAP) from $2 million to $3 million; 

and working with CNM to identify additional funding resources for Film 

Training (electrical, construction, and makeup).  

 

 Full Funding for LEDA and JTIP 
o The City supports full funding for Local Economic Development Act and the 

Job Training Incentive Program, so that the City can expand economic 

opportunities. 
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Isaac Padilla, Director of Intergovernmental Affairs   
Cell: (505) 717-5315  Office: (505) 768-3324    Email: iepadilla@cabq.gov 
 
Kevin Sourisseau, Deputy Director of the Department of Municipal Development and Capital 
Improvement Projects   
Cell: (505) 220-8702  Office: (505) 768-3878 Email: ksourisseau@cabq.gov 
 
Mark Motsko, CIP Strategic Program Manager 
Cell: (505) 366-4528 Office: (505) 768-3832 Email: mmotsko@cabq.gov 

 
Erin Engelbrecht, Environmental Health Community Liaison 

      Cell: (505) 218-0356  Office: (505) 768-2641 Email: eengelbrecht@cabq.gov 
 
Winter Torrez, Deputy City Attorney for Policy  

      Cell: (505) 452-6009  Office: (505) 768-4524 Email: wtorres@cabq.gov 
 
Brittany Ortiz, Deputy Director of the Office of Equality and Inclusion  

      Office: (505) 768-4589  Email: blortiz@cabq.gov 
 
Tom Horan, Lobbyist 

      Cell: (505) 239-1637 Email: machinabq@yahoo.com 
 
Joe Thompson, Lobbyist 

   Cell: (505) 681-7227 Email: thompson.consulting@gmail.com 

Katy Duhigg, Albuquerque City Clerk  
Team Lead on all issues other than public safety 

Cell: (505) 263-1797  Email: kduhigg@cabq.gov 

Damon Martinez, APD Chief Policy Advisor 
Team Lead on public safety issues   
Cell: (505) 366-8844    Email: damonmartinez@cabq.gov 
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